
 
 
 
 

November 11th 2022 
 
Remembrance 
Today we marked Armistice Day with an assembly and two minutes silence in which the children 
were thoughtful and respectful throughout. 
 
On Sunday, you are very welcome to join me in the procession from St Mary’s church to the Bowes 
Museum to lay the school wreath. The church is usually very busy so we gather outside the church 
after the service at around 11.35am where we will join the congregation and other groups to make 
the short walk to the War Memorial.  
 
World Science Day 
On Thursday we celebrated World Science Day and each class took part in a range of Science activities 
arranged and co-ordinated by Dr Greenwell. These were enhanced with visits from Newcastle and 
Durham Universities, and staff from the British Ecological Society. 
After talking to the children, it is clear they learnt many knew facts which they were keen to tell me 

and certainly enjoyed the day too. Thanks to Dr Greenwell for all her work in making this day a big 

success!  

Early Years Stay and Play 
It was lovely to see many parents and grandparents in school for the Early Years Stay and Play session. 
The very windy conditions did not stop the fun and it was lovely to see the enjoyment, learning and 
interactions taking place. Thank you to Mrs Patterson, Miss Lauder, Mrs Daniels, Miss Moody and 
Miss Henderson for organising this.  
 
Tree Planting 
On Wednesday I worked with Eco Council to plant some small native trees around the perimeter of 
the field. In a few years, they will help with biodiversity around the site and provide some much-
needed shade on the field as the climate warms.  
 
Children in Need 
On Friday we will be supporting Children in Need with a non-uniform day. We have not chosen a 
specific theme this year but please send your child in clothing suitable for school. If you would like to 
support this charity please bring in a small donation. 
 
Take Notice  
Thank you very much to the children who sent photographs to me for the Take Notice competition. 
I will announce the winners next week.  
 
Christmas Fayre and Luminaire 
Plans are going well for the Christmas Fayre and we have many stallholders selling a whole range of  
crafts, gifts and refreshments. We are hoping to have a couple of special visitors too so I hope that 
as many people can join us as possible. The event is open to the wider community so please mention 
the fayre to friends and family.  
FOMS are requesting donations for prizes and the Christmas Raffle, please bring them to the school 
office. 
‘Mystery Tombola’ – if you have any bottle gift bags (new or used), preferably with something inside 
e.g. toiletries, alcoholic or non- alcoholic drinks, this would be greatly appreciated. 
 
 



 
 
Reception Class Places 2023 
The window for applying for primary school places is open for children who will start Reception in 
September 2023. More information can be found at www.durham.gov.uk/schooladmissions. 
 
Nasal Flu Vaccination 
Information has been shared via Weduc about the NHS Nasal Flu Vaccination Programme. Please 
complete the link below to give consent. If you do not want your child to receive the vaccine, then 
you can select the ‘NO’ option on the consent form. https://www.hdftsais.co.uk/Forms/Flu  

After you have finished, if you change your mind or need to tell us about changes to your child’s 
medical history, do not complete another consent form. Please visit www.hdftsais.co.uk/Contact to 
contact the immunisation team and tell them about any changes. 

Attendance: The links between positive attendance and attainment are well-documented and this 
pattern is repeated at Montalbo. It is so important that children are in school as often as possible 
and that they are punctual. 
Below is a summary of attendance for this week. 

Class  % Attendance 

Reception 90.8 

Year 1 97.2 

Year 2 92.8 

Year 3 91.7 

Year 4 99 

Year 5 92.5 

Year 6 96 

Whole school 94.1 % 

 
Dates for the Diary 
November 18th   Children in Need  
December 1st    Christmas Fayre and Luminaire 5-7pm 
December 6th    Flu Immunisation  
December 8th   Nursery and Reception Nativity 2pm 
December 13th   Reception Multiskills Festival at Staindrop 
December 14th  Year 1 Multiskills Festval at Staindrop 
December 15th  Year 4 Multiskills Festival at Staindrop 
December 15th  Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas Play 1.30pm + 6pm 
December 16th  Carols at St Mary’s church (our Christmas Jumper Day) 
December 20th  Last day of term 
December 21st – January 3rd School Holiday 
January 4th    Teacher Training Day 
January 5th    Children return to school for the Spring Term 
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